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.* Eng a Firs Account: of a moſt Sad i T2 
Medble DISCOYE RY thar has been - 
""Hhely made in' the Vitlage'of POPLA R 
in<he Pariſh of 'S T E PNEY. Sx Ea = 


At the Houſe of one Madame Con:ptor- «. : 
Norman.2 Midwife, whereia has been diſcovered ma- 
ny Children that have been Murdesed. Particularly - 
- Two that: were lately found 'in a Hand-Baskeg, on a + 
2=Y in.the-Sellar,. whoſe Skins, Eyes, and part of their 
&þ were caten by Vermin: The- Sketifron. of Six 
* Others that wete found” buryed 'in the: Seilar ;with the 
defign'ot digging for others in the an: wW ith he 
manner of rhe Diſcoyery. 


ALSO 


An'Account of the Seizing or Abs 
hending, Behaviour, and Commitmenr to ,/ 
NEWGATE, of Madam Compton alias 
Norman, the Midwife, on the AXecount of. 
Marthering theſe Intants. 
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Prinred for R. FFier at the White Hirſe in Retr: - 99h 
Street, 1693. | 55's, 


= xt , 
+ "at l 


T he Cruel Midwife of Poplar, &c. 


Very thing is carried on by a natural Jn- 

?  ftin&, to the Preſervation of it felt in 
rs ovxn Being: And by the ſame Law of Na 
ture even the moſt bruuth amongſt the Bruit 
themſelves, may be obſerved toretain a ſpecial 


Kind of Indulgence and Tenderneſs towards 


the young The Moniters oi the Sea draw out 


.- their Breaſts, and give Suck to their Young 


ones. Thc batharous Cruelties of ſome Mid- 
wives, Nuifes,and ever Parents to young Chil- 
dren, may affure us, That there are greater 
Monſtersupon the Land than are to be found 


n the Bottom of the Decp; and if ſome of 


rheje may extenuate their Inhumanities, by I 
k1ow not what Vertuous Pretences, yet the 
Baibajirics of the reſt muſt be wholly im- 
putable to their ſavage Nature, and the b! 


Gdineſs of their Di{polition. 


The Gentlewoman, who 1s the chief Sub: 
Jett or Qccaſion of the followingNarrative is by 
Name Crompton, or leaſt generally known a 
mong the Neighbour-hood by no other Name 
than Madam Cronrpton; the came to live at 
Poplar, which 1s near Stepney, 'about Two Years 


lince, taking a large Houſe, where none but 
| Pere 


"T £ T" 
Perſons of conſiderable Rank had li-ved before; 
bringing with her at firſt only a Maid Servant, 
going for a Midwife of great note to. Perſons 
of Quality ; here ſhe had not continued long, 
before the was obſerved to have ſeveral Chil- 
dren of divers Apes; bur all the time of her 
living in this Place has been very private, not 
1n the leaſt aſſociating herfelt with any of the 
Neighbourhood, or coming to Church, &&c. 
but her Maid Servant would often be in Bit- 
courle wxh ſome of rhe adjacent. Neighbours 
Maids, being ajways ves y inquittci icivewith them, 
but the wad never Communicate any ching 
of her Mitrefles Nomeſtick Aﬀairs.: The Mid. 
wife hericlf was ſcarce ever ſeen in the Neigh- 
bourhood, no: ſo much as ro ſtand at the Door, 
bur ſteping | 1ato the Coach early in the morn= 
ing, and coming home in a Coach in the Night, 
and f{cldom or never were any Viſirants ſeen to. 
com? thither, bur only ſome Gentlemen and o- 
thers often in the Evening or Night, except it 
were ſome of the Pariſh for the Kings Taxes, 
the Miniſters, Poor or other Duries, which Ot'- 
nerally, if- ſhe hapen to be at howne (be readily 
paid them at the Door, or ſeat the Maid to 
them with the money and many compleſant 
Words; ſhe was obſerved to be often from 
home for ſeveral days together, yer ſo much: | 
was . 
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" was oft maid ſervant her Confederate & Crea- 
tro, that the Aﬀairces of the Houſe was kept | 
ſ9 DriVare and ob{cure from the Neighbours, 
thai rey coud not tell how many Children 
ſhe had 11 The Foube, or how of:en changed, 
Cr otherwiſe d:ipot ied of Mrs. Crompton 1 15 bc- 


Ween i if [Va o 11 6 oy JC Y ears O01 AG Ce, and 
her m41d has oitern 7 a up on Covers] (ce 


caſlons, That her mifitets has boon a Midwife 


Ls. 


above Thirty Years; aid 'tis ecnerallyifard that 


: ſhe the has follo: wed this barbarous | Gor mutr- 


” os i. 


murtoins Trade to Jong, the ruth of which 
1s boft krown 1o tre Omnipreſ: nr God, the 
learch-or of Flearts. whocan bring the a h'- 
Gen Things of ——— to lizht, and from 


whem no Scoret 18 hid, who tor: "EO beſt 
Er own to his Providence. peri mics fome Per- 
i 


(3-56 vINE 9 go buiore to Judgment, that 15 to 


be puntzhed in this Life, and others to come af- 
thr, 2 hu is, reicrved to che Tnbural of the 
&rcat Day. 

Nirs. _ 0:7 omg o our of Town the be- 
gianino of the laſt Veck, on Friday, pretty 

FiY 11 the 2 A "FE Te £: the tas J-»ervant C no 
ts 1hy by the Order 2nd Arpuintment of the 
if the Houſe ke c ile, Icaving at 
ho. vie & Bo vabout Seven i s of Avec, 
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and 


a Girlabour Sis Year: Old, + with a lietle Infant 
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in the Cradle, leaving with them for Food on- 
ly a piece of Cheeſe and Water, net any 
Beer or Bread, but bid the Boy, in cale the 
| young Child cryed, ro giVE it {ome Water , 
land ſhe would return 1n a little time; all 
which the Boy has ſince related : The Children 
| continuing in the Houſe alone moſt part of 
the Day, and no Maid returniig, grew very 
impatient, and particularly fot want of Suſtes 
narice, @c. and- the Boy bringing of it into 
4 otitivard Room nex* the Street, a Neigh- 


5007's Son paſſing by, and hearing the Qhild 
£07, oo ro the Boy to know what was the 
: Matter ; whom he declar'd, afrer ſome 
E:-:6; Te = Wo ſons: Thar rhey were TJeft all 
&, Alone 1 in the Houſe, without Vietuals, and 
char tine foo 2g Child was almoſt ſtarved ; at- 

.er which, Ncizhbours being called, the Con- 
table and Miſterref the Pariſh were fent for, 
ome of whom coming and entring the Houſe, 
examined the t 70 C] green, w ho dedlared as 
before mentioned ; anc | Carthiicen befides the In- 


fant in the Cradle, the Boy Hectared there were 


two more that | ay Iead in a Hand-baskee ur 

on a Shelt in the Cellar 3 another lay Buried 
'n the Rp and a Fourth inthe Cellar : 
T pon Þi ET earch, they found the Fwo Chil- 


Grer Th the + 4 Ton BEL CT a 5 Tito Boy h2d. {awd. 
, | they 
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they being moſt lamentable Objzets of Hu- 
mane Miſery, Jooking at firſt ſipht, were 
liker the Carkaſſes of Cattz or Nogps than 
Humane Creatures, all their skin being off, 
45 likewiſe their Eycs and part of their Fleſh 
cat with Vermin, ſtinking in a laimentable 
manner. 

On Mezday being 21þ. Inſtant, the Co- 
roners Inqueſt were Impanel]'4, and coml ng 
co the Houſe where the Dead Bodies ay in 
the Basket, after viewing of them, tiey or- 
dered ſome Libomen (according ro the Wards 


of the Boy ) to Dig 1n ſeveral fofr pac: 5 of 


the Cellar where they perceived the rind 
had hcen broken , where, aſter ths "i 
they Dug up Gx- ſeveral Skeletons of ©::il- 
dren of feveral Ages; upon which Night 
coming on, the Coroner Adjoorn'd the jury- 
cill thenexr Day, refolving to bave the grovind 


1 the Gar.ien likewiſe ro be broken up ie- 


fore they brought in their Verdict , many of 


the Spcciators took ſeveral of the Boncs and 
carried them away , ſome of whichare now 
to be ſeen at the Ben-Jobnſox's Head, near Sf. 
Brides Church by F leet ftreet. 

Who were the Patents of theſe Children, 
or upon what account this Midwitchad the 


| keeping of them, is not certainly known,thongh 
| it's 
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it's generally conjeQured,-and that not with 


out a great deal of Reaſon, that theſe were 


thoſe commonly called By-blows, or Baſtards, 


which the undertook, tor a certain Sum of Mo- 


ney agrced on, tocale the Parents of, by keep- 


T1239 27 LI 


ing them as long as they lived. It's hoped our. 
| Grandſire Time, that brin gs all things to 
light, will nnvail the Darkneſs of this hidden 
Myſtery of Iniquity, and expoſe the Txuth 


as the Sun at Neon-day; In the mean time 


oreat care is taken and ſearch made in order 


to diſcover the Midwite or her Maid. 


Poſiſcript. 
L hr Auguſt 22. This Day the Coro- 


ner's Inqueſt met again, but were ad- 
1,urned cif] Monday, on the Account that they 
1ad done digging in the Garden, and other 
ports for Children, and for other Reaſons, 
This Day likewiſe about One mn the Afﬀrer- 
100n, our Madam Compton, alias Norman, was 
Apprehended near Covent-Garden, and witb 


che Aſſiſtance of the Conſtables and Beadles, 


being led between two Men, attended with 
i numerous Croud of People; ſhe was carried 


to the Petty Seſſions of Bloomsbury, where ſhe. 


vas Examined before their Majeſties Juſtices 


of 
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of the; Peace ihere fnting 7 Who likewiſe 6 roola 
ſeveral: Aﬀdavies, by which ſhe is vehement- 
ly. fulpetcd (if not poſitively charged) to! 
have Murtherce feveral Children that were 
t to. her to Nurſe; upon which ſhe was, 
m thence Committed to Nemgate, by the 
' Warrat or Mictimus ſigned by the Worhip- 
full Juftices of the Peace then: on the Bench, 
_ Whea our Om" Midwife was firſt 
ſeized, | all the way ihe went to the Juſtices, 
and when ſhe came before their Worſhips. 
ſhe was obſerved to carry her ſelf with 'a 
. great deal of Confidence, .not ſeeming, ir 
| the leaſt concernd, or much denying the 
Fact. At. has been obſerved thar ſeveral Gen- 
-rlemen and others have been ſeen to enquire 
-at ſome of the Adjacent Ale-houfes con: 
cornlogy fome particular Children. 
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